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ABSTRACT 

Learning and teaching English grammar is very complex and interesting. If 

you are a teacher, you will definitely need to find a convenient and fun way to 

teach students the grammar of this language. There should be fun teaching 

materials, innovative ideas, engaging and fun and great ways to teach English 

grammar to students. This article discusses how English grammar can be learned 

and taught in a variety of ways through music, exercises, games, dictation, and the 

like. It is said to be highly effective, especially if it is used in middle and high 

school students in secondary schools. 
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АБСТРАКТ 

Изучение и преподавание грамматики английского языка очень сложно и 

интересно. Если вы учитель, вам обязательно нужно будет найти удобный 

и увлекательный способ научить студентов грамматике этого языка. 

Должны быть интересные учебные материалы, новаторские идеи, 

увлекательные и веселые, а также отличные способы преподавания 
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грамматики английского языка студентам. В этой статье рассказывается, 

как можно выучить и преподать грамматику английского языка различными 

способами с помощью музыки, упражнений, игр, диктовки и тому подобного. 

Считается, что он очень эффективен, особенно если его используют в 

средних и старших классах средней школы. 

Ключевые слова: инновационные методики, грамматика английского языка, 

учебные материалы, общеобразовательные школы, методы обучения, 

теоретические правила, практические задания, медиа, презентация, 

изучение грамматики. 

 

INTRODUCTION AND MAIN PART 

Learning grammar consist of two main stages: learning the meaning and 

form of each new structure  and putting it into practice. Grammar is “the way a 

language manipulates and combines words in order to form larger units of 

meaning”  (Ur,1988,p141). Grammar is undeniably an essential compotent of 

effective communication (Vijayalakshmi, 2014). We know that in many schools 

the teaching of English grammar is carried out in the old ways, methods, 

theoretical rules. Unfortunately, these are all traditional, outdated, outdated 

methods. The following is a comprehensive explanation, offering new and easy, 

convenient methods and technologies. Once the learners can imagine 

how/when/where they themselves might use the grammar point. In this instance, it 

is more likely they will give it a try on their own. Innovative Techniques of 

Teaching English Grammar Teaching of grammar refers to methods, i.e. systematic 

ways of grammar teaching, that are used to help learners develop competence in an 

unfamiliar grammar. The methods are comprised of the description and analysis of 

particular forms and structures of a language. The teaching of grammar includes 

teacher talk (a type of language used by the teacher for instruction in the 

classroom), learning aids, and practices (Mesthrie at. el., 2009: 348). Furthermore, 
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the teaching helps learners to be aware of specific and „correct‟ language 

properties (Ruin, 1996:99). Therefore, teaching of grammar can be defined as 

instructional techniques used to help learners pay attention to grammatical features. 

The following presents some innovative ideas that will help EFL teachers reinvent 

their grammar teaching methods and make their classes interesting. Vijayalakshmi 

(2014) suggests including songs and poems, music, games, and tasks in the 

teaching of grammar. Below you can get acquainted with new and innovative 

techniques of teaching and learning English grammar in secondary schools. 

1.Boardwork presentations. For a quick and easy presentation of new 

language, the board is the obvious resource to exploit. Start by building a context. 

For example, a traveller’s suitcase covered in stickers of places she’s been provides 

an easy-to-establish context for the present perfect for experiences. Make sure you 

include on your board: the affirmative, eg a sticker saying ‘Mexico’ elicits She’s 

been to Mexico; the negative, eg She hasn’t been to China; and question forms and 

short answers, egHas she been to Malaysia? Yes, she has / No she hasn’t. 

Underline or use a different colour to highlight the structure, ie has been, 

contractions I’ve / she’s / etc., and aspects of pronunciation, eg been = /bɪn/. See 

Unit 18.1 and Unit 29.7 for examples of boardwork presentations of the present 

continuous and present perfect continuous. 

2.Using the students and you, the teacher.A direct context for language can 

often be found in the lives and experiences of the people in the room. Personal 

contexts immediately show how applicable the grammar is, and can also be more 

memorable than stories of people from outside the students’ worlds. Throughout 

the book we suggest activities where students talk about themselves, their 

experiences, their lives, their opinions. We also suggest ways that you can use 

stories from your own life to present grammar, for example in Unit 24.1 we 

suggest that the teacher use photos of themselves when they were younger to 

introduce was/were. Student photos can also be a great resource. Most students 
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will have photos on their mobile phones that they can share with each other to 

support any number of practice activities. 

3.Using realia. Bringing objects into the classroom or using the objects you 

find in the classroom can help bring a grammar point to life and create a physical 

memory hook. Realia can be used to create a context for the target language. In 

Unit 7.1, for example, we suggest using such things as a bag of rice, a glass of 

water, a balloon and a tea bag to introduce the concept of countable and 

uncountable nouns. It can also provide further practice. In Unit 4.6, for example, 

objects that the students have brought to class provide a talking point to present 

and practise possessive structures. 

4.Dialogue. This collaborative technique involves setting a scene and, with 

the students’ help, writing a dialogue on the board including the language you want 

to focus on. In Unit 10.6, the teacher provides a framework for a dialogue between 

waiters and customers in a restaurant. This is a familiar situation in which the 

indefinite pronouns something, anything and nothing occur naturally. Students 

then either practise the dialogue in pairs as it is or with variations (eg different 

choices of food and drink, a different type of restaurant). A great way to push 

students towards memorising the language is to gradually erase the text, word by 

word, until the students are repeating the dialogue from memory. 

5.Dictation.With grammar points where the written form is already familiar 

to the students, but where meaning needs to be explored in more depth, a quick and 

effective means of introducing the language is to dictate model sentences to the 

class. Dictation immediately gets students working with the language and tests 

listening skills and spelling, as well as grammatical knowledge. It also promotes 

conversation management skills, such as asking to clarify and repeat: Sorry, could 

you say that again, please? In Unit 9.4 the teacher dictates sentences containing 

verbs used with and without reflexive pronouns to start exploring the differences in 
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meaning and use. Unit 33.3 involves another basic dictation to teach the meaning 

of reporting verbs. 

6.Dictogloss. In a dictogloss, the teacher has a text prepared to dictate to the 

class, but instead of dictating it slowly to ensure students write a faithful copy, they 

read it at a more natural speed two or more times. Prepare a text of no more than 

100 words (fewer for lower-level students). Read it out first for content, and check 

comprehension. Then tell students to write down keywords, such as nouns and 

verbs, as you read it out again. Explain that even though they will not be able to 

write every word, they should keep writing as much as possible. Using their notes, 

students in pairs or small groups reconstruct the text in complete sentences. The 

idea is not to reproduce the text verbatim, but to focus in on certain aspects of the 

language used. For example, Unit 30.6 is a dictogloss activity focusing on the use 

of would to talk about past habits. Others can be found in Units 14.3, 34.2 and 

42.7. 

7.Drilling. To help students pronounce new language correctly, get them to 

say it repeatedly so you can check for accuracy. By experiencing the movement of 

the mouth as they say it, students reinforce their learning in a different way from 

when they write it down and see it. Simple drilling can be either choral, all students 

repeat the structure at the same time, or individual. A suggested order is to let 

students practise chorally first, but to insist on individual repetition so that you can 

check everyone is pronouncing it correctly. There are ways to vary drilling so that 

it doesn’t get repetitive. Substitution drilling involves the teacher prompting 

students to substitute words for other words in a drilled sentence, for example: 

T: He’s been working at the office. S1: He’s been working at the office. 

T: they S2: They’ve been working at the office. 

T: at home S3: They’ve been working at home. 

T: watch TV S4: They’ve been watching TV at home. 
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See a simple substitution being used in Unit 9.1. Drilling can be disguised as a 

game, as in the circular drill in Unit 48.2, where students inadvertently ‘drill’ each 

other. And although the board game in Unit 43.4 is not recognisably drilling, 

students need to repeat the second conditional over and over in order to win the 

game. 

8. Songs.Another popular way of encouraging students to repeat structures 

as well as to make them memorable is through songs, eg If I had a million dollars 

by the Barenaked Ladies (see Unit 43.6). Choose songs that contain the target 

language multiple times and which contain a natural stress pattern for it, too, eg If I 

had a million dollars, I’d buy you a fur coat. Songs can be used to present the 

target language through listening tasks such as gap-fills or reordering the lines or 

words in the lyrics. They also offer repeated exposure to the language and, if your 

students enjoy singing, can also offer a chance to practise pronunciation. 

9.Exploiting  feedback stages.Feedback on activities is not just about seeing 

how many questions students got right; it is an opportunity to achieve several 

teaching objectives: to check understanding, correct persistent errors, share 

interesting information, revise rules and to draw conclusions. Other ways of 

exploiting this crucial stage at the end of activities include: 

• reformulation: in Unit 25.2, students use questions to find out when their 

partners last did certain things, eg, When did you last go to the cinema? However, 

during feedback they must use affirmative sentences: Lorena last went to the 

cinema on Friday night. 

• critical thinking: as well as asking students what they answered, we can 

also ask Why? In Unit 40.3, they are asked why they voted for their favourite 

slogans, for example. 
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• remembering/summarising: one way of carrying out feedback is to get 

students to work in pairs or groups to remember everybody else’s answers, 

effectively drilling the target language. 

10. Error correction.Students want and expect correction from their teacher. 

Choosing which mistakes to correct, when to do so and how, are complex 

questions. It’s important, however, to remember that students who need the most 

correction may not be those that make the most or biggest mistakes. Lower-level or 

quiet, shy students may benefit from less correction so that they are not 

discouraged from using English, however imperfectly. We correct students in the 

hope that they won’t keep making those mistakes. To encourage them to think 

about their errors, let them try out new language, listening out for errors of use. 

Then point out the errors and show them the corrections. Finally, let them do the 

activity again, this time with those common errors fresh in their minds. In a 

shopping roleplay in Unit 5.3, for example, students can perform the roleplay first, 

you correct any errors, then they swap roles and try again. 

11.Using games. Using games is a very interesting method of teaching for 

students, in particular young ones (Danarti, 2008). They generally tend to like and 

play games better than sitting down to study. Traditional methods dictated for 

study and games to be separate but the fact remains that the students tend to be 

more interested in playing games rather than sitting down to study. Learning with 

games will usually be engaging for the students (Anburaj, 2014). The games can be 

utilized to learn grammar. To understand the meaning of a particular structural 

pattern and to use them in day to day life is a very difficult task and games can 

help the students overcome this difficulty. Games like scrabble, housie etc. have 

been designed for this specific purpose. These games are just based on words and 

help the students develop their vocabulary as well. 

12.Tasks.Learning grammar can be used by assigning tasks. Introducing 

various tasks would provide students with exposures on the use of language in real-
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life situations by engaging them in doing many activities in the classroom (Anil, 

2017). The advantage to task based instruction over traditional grammar instruction 

is that accomplishing a language task is more like real life language situations than 

performing grammar exercises. The tasks used in the classroom are divided into 

two groups as pedagogical tasks and target tasks. Pedagogical tasks are precision 

made classroom tasks in which learners perform communicative tasks limited to 

the classroom environment. 

13.Media.Using other media Media helps to kindle the learning interest of 

learners. The computer tools like internet, audio or video clips help learners to 

interact or listen to the native speakers; this increases the morale of learners. Using 

video, audio clippings in the classroom is a stimulus for students to communicate 

about anything interesting Innovative Techniques of Teaching English Grammar at 

Secondary Schools Journal of English Teaching AdiBuana, Vol. 04 No. 02, 

October 2019 158 (Anil, 2017). Multimedia sources like songs, movies, TV series, 

magazines, newspapers play a very vital role in improving language. Such sources 

can be used it is very important that the students understand that fact so that they to 

help the students improve their language. But great precautions must be taken. 

They use colloquial English which is, in general, grammatically wrong and do not 

use that form of the language in their everyday usage. However, the students can 

very often engage with songs and movies. Through them, they can understand the 

meaning of expressions, usage of tools of the language like comparisons, 

personifications etc. These sources help them understand why such tools are 

necessary and also help them understand their usage. These innovative ideas the 

entire learning and the teaching process is enriched and guarantees a success in 

efficient learning. 

CONCLUSION 

To conclude, English grammar has been taught through chalk and board 

method. It has to be taught in innovative and creative way that it will help students 
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not just to speak and write and listen but to communicate through various engaging 

activities that emphasize form-meaning, mappings for day-today communication. 

That is the purpose of the teaching of English grammar and that is what it must be 

used for. Innovative methods, therefore, help in bringing a change and most of the 

times for the better. It helps the students learn faster and in an efficient, interesting 

and an interactive manner and it is the teacher’s responsibility to leave the 

traditional methods and make way for new and better methods for the students 

benefit. Using innovative methodologies in teaching English grammar in the 

classroom will pave a positive way to students to learn the language meaningfully. 
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